£7 Windows
Top 10 Things You Should Know about Genuine Windows

Legal Notice

The information contained in this document represents the current view of Microsoft Corporation on the issues discussed as
of the date of publication. Because Microsoft must respond to changing market conditions, it should not be interpreted to be
a commitment on the part of Microsoft, and Microsoft cannot guarantee the accuracy of any information presented after the
date of publication.

This document is for informational purposes only. MICROSOFT MAKES NO WARRANTIES, EXPRESS, IMPLIED OR STATUTORY, AS
TO THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT.

Complying with all applicable copyright laws is the responsibility of the user. Without limiting the rights under copyright, no
part of this document may be reproduced, stored in or introduced into a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any
means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise), or for any purpose, without the express written
permission of Microsoft Corporation.

Microsoft may have patents, patent applications, trademarks, copyrights, or other intellectual property rights covering subject
matter in this document. Except as expressly provided in any written license agreement from Microsoft, the furnishing of this
document does not give you any license to these patents, trademarks, copyrights, or other intellectual property.

©2009 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.

Microsoft, Windows are trademarks of the Microsoft Corporation group of companies.

The names of actual companies and products mentioned herein may be the trademarks of their respective owners.



f'g Windows Top 10 Things You Should Know about Genuine Windows

You've purchased a Windows operating system or software through OEM or Volume Licensing, but is it ‘Genuine’?
Here are the top 10 things you need to know about being ‘Genuine’.

e Each PC must have an underlying full Windows
desktop license purchased from retail or OEM.
Licenses purchased through Volume Licensing
(VL) for the Windows client operating system
are upgrade licenses only.

* Product activation is the process of validating
What s software with the manufacturer.

activation?

* Activation establishes a relationship between
the software’s product key and a particular
installation of that software on a device.

 Persistent notification/reminders to activate
and validate until resolution
- Black desktop background
— Reminder via logon dialog box
- Balloon popup every 1 hour

Why is * Activation helps ensure you are using
. . Genuine Windows software, which gives you
activation access to the latest features, innovations and
good? support available only to systems running
Genuine Windows.

Two primary methods of activation for * Businesses face risks when counterfeit

Multi ple VL customers: software exists within their environments,
Activation * Perpetual activation using Multiple Activation Key Protection including risks to reputations, penalties from
Obti (MAK) with Microsoft hosted activation services enforcement, and risks to security and
p ions * Renewable activation using Key Management reliability

Service (KMS), a customer hosted activation service

* Product validation allows you to verify that * Activation is designed to help protect user privacy.
your copy of Windows is genuine. * Data sent to Microsoft during activation is not
Validation * Validation failure is caused when using Priva cy traceable back to the user (only configuration
counterfeit software, a compromised product information to help validate your software is

key or non-Microsoft issued key. collected).

* Avoid mislicensing issues and help ensure your « Transparent activation experience
Windows desktop is compliant by using the Get e [

Com pliance Genuine Windows Agreement (GGWA), a Deployment * Integrated into the deployment
solution available through Microsoft Volume infrastructure and processes
Licensing corporate programs.
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https://partner.microsoft.com/ggwa
http://www.microsoft.com/piracy/knowthefacts/counterfeit.aspx
http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=128486

